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History of WOCF

¢tKS 22N R ht@&YLAO /2fftSOG2NEQ CFHANR 02h/ C0O |
Olympic memorabilia. The WOCF Miiest held in October 1994 in Lausanne, Switzerland, on
the occasion of the opening of the Olympic Museum.

The fairs are organized by the International Association of Olympic Collectors (AICO), formerly
FIPO, in cooperation with its member organizations. The Wasrheld every year, and the
hosting location changes in order to provide opportunities for meeting, exchanging, and
exhibiting the Olympic heritage to an evgrowing number of enthusiasts.

In the history of the WOCF, there have been exceptions to the above: out of the first twelve
WOCEFs, a full nine fairs took place in Lausanne. Since 2007, the WOCF hosting baton has truly
been passed around the world. The WOCF was not held in 1996, 2@D802a4 due to the
opportunity for Olympic collectors to meet directly at the Olympic Games venues. In the years
20202022, the worldwide COWII® pandemic prevented the WOCF from taking place.
Conversely, in 2010, two WOCFs were held, namely in Cologmea@®g and Beijing, China.

The purpose of the WOCEF is to enable fans and collectors of Olympic memorabilia to meet
regularly, strengthen old friendships and forge new ones, and facilitate the mutual exchange,
purchase, or sale of Olympic items.

[Aad 2F 22NIR hfe@YLAO /2fftSOG2NRQ CI ANHAR
L 22NIR hfe@YLAO /2ftftSOUG2NBRQ CIFANI mddpn [ FdAl Yy
LL 22NIR hfe@YLAO /2tftSO02NARQ CIFANE mMdbdhdpZ [ dz
LLL 22NXIR hfe@YLAO /2fttSO02NEQ CIANE mMdbppTZ [ |
L+ 22NIR hf@YLAO /2tftSO02NARQ CIANE Mphy I wWA?
+22NI R hf@YLIAO /2ttSO02NAQ CIFANE mMdbhppZ [ | dzal
+L 22NIR hfe@YLAO /2fftSOG2NBQ CFANE wHnnnz [ I dz
+LL 22NIR hft@YLRARO /2ttSO02NARQ CIANE HAannamI {S
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L 22NI R hf@YLAO /2fftSOUG2NBRQ CFANE wHnannpx [ I dz
- LL 22NIR hfe@YLIAO /2fftSOG2NBRQ CFANE wHnncx [}
- LLL 22NIR hte@&YLAO /2ftftSOG2NERQ CIANE HANTX
Lz 22NIR hf@YLIKRO /2fftSOG2NAQ CIFANE HANNDO |
.+ 22NIR hfe@YLAO /2ftftSO02NEQ CIANE Hnanmnx [ 2f
. xL 22NIR hfe@YLAO /2ftSOU2NARQ CIFANE HAMAZ S
- xLL 22NIR ht@&@YLAO /2ttSOG2NEQ CIANE HAMMIE [/
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History of the World Olympic Collectors' Fair WOCF Prague
2025

First, a few words about the organizer of this Fair, ey MPSPORciety.

The Olympic and sports philately soci€yYMPSPORias founded in 1966 and is one of the
oldest such societies in Europe. It stood at the birth of, and is a founding member of,
international organizationg FIPO in 1994, and AICO in 2014.

An integral part of the activities of the AICO organization, and the former FIPO, is the
organization of world exhibitions of Olympic philately under the nadieY MPHILEXVhile

the first of these was held in Lausanne in 1985, the Olympsport society organized its first
specialized thematic exhibition on Olympic and sports themes back in 1970, with others
following subsequently.

Olympsport, as a thematic society, is part of the Union of Czech Philatelists and is a collective
member of the Czech Olympic Academy. Currently, it brings together mainly those interested
in sports and Olympic philately, but in line with the focus of 8i€0 organization, it strives

for the increasing involvement of collectors from other fields as well.

In 2023, representatives of Olympsport attended WOCF Paris 2023, where they were
approached by representatives of the AICO Executive Committee with an offer to participate
in the selection process for organizing the fairs in 2025, 2026, and 2027. Upommgthome,

the Olympsport representatives began to seriously consider this possibility.

In August 2023, the AlCEXxecutive boarafficially launched a tender for the organization of
the world fairs in 202§2027. In October 2023, the Olympsport committee decided to bid for
the organization of the fair i2025 This year was not chosen by chamc2025 marked the
100th anniversary of the "VIII Olympic Congres®ld in Prague in 1925.

On November 5, 2023, the AICO Executive Committee announced that it had selected
Olympsport to host the 28th World Olympic Collectors' Fair. This selection was subsequently
confirmed by thdO@ ®lympic Foundation for Culture and Heritage. The first official meeting

of the WOCF Prague 2025 Organizing Committee took place in Prague on January 10, 2024,
symbolically at the Hotel Olympik.



Founding Organizing Committee

From |l eft to right: Jan Petr8s, V8clav Diuvi
(Hotel Olympik Prague)

The Organizing Committee was supplemented in August 2024 with the following members:

1 Radek T Olgngpspért
T ZdenNki @kch @ympic Academy

The Organizinggommitteemade the following decision at this meeting:

Date of WOCF Prague 20ZHhe Fair will take place froMay 29 to June 1, 2025vhich is
the same period during which the VIII International Olympic Congress was held in Prague
100 years ago (May 29June 4, 1925).

Venue of WOCF Prague 20Z%1e Organizing Committee decided to organize WOCF Prague
2025 at theHotel Olympik The hotel is located in therague district Kan, only 4 metro

stops from the center. The hotel was built during the time Prague was bidding to host the
1980 Olympic Games. It is now a complex of 3 buildings with a large congress center
(capacity of approximately 230 exhibitor tables), a large restauaad bar, and of course,
accommodation (capacity of over 500 rooms for more than 1,200 visitors). Everything in one
LX | OS ®d @ intekn&tion@ltithdd béed held in the same complex for many years,

with the participation of over 5,000 collectoasd visitors. A large parking area in front of

the hotel is a matter of course.

Program:An informative time schedule for the individual days May;Z@ine 1, 2025.
Other Important Milestones:

1 March1,202:! O2YYdzyAljdzS 2y O22LISNI A2y Ay 2NAI
between the presidents of AICO and OLYMPSPORT.

1 December 15, 2024Fhe WOCF Prague 2025 logo was officially approved and
published. (For the logo development, see a separate chapter.)

1 January 25, 20250fficial launch of the website and commencement of registration.

T



Call for Expression of Interest

Organization of World Olympic Collectors’
Fairs for 2025, 2026 and 2027

World Olympic Collectors’ Fair Background

The International Olympic Committee supports the Olympic collector movement by granting
patronage to different forms of Olympic collector activities as well through the direct
assistance of the Cultural and Olympic Heritage Commission. The World Olympic Collectors
Fair, which has been an almost annual event since 1994, is an expression of the I0C’s support.

The World Olympic Collectors’ Fairs are excellent opportunities for Olympic enthusiasts to
share their ined it in Olympic history llecting. The Fair has travelled around
the globe visiting past and future Olympic host cities.

The Fair can be organized in any appropriate place, however, this would be an excellent
opportunity for museums which are members of the Olympic Museum Network to organize
the event. The benefits of holding the Fair are many:

=

. Collectors and the public are made aware of the museum’s collections;

. This is an opportunity for the museum and collectors, who are very often highly
knowledge experts in different domains of Olympic history and memorabilia, to
exchange information;

It provides the environment for the museum to increase its own holdings.

~

w

The I0C considers imary duty of AICO is organising h as faie d
associated with Olympic philately, numismatics and memorabilia.

The 10C Cultural and Olympic Heritage Commission and AICO are responsible for accepting
proposals from entities wishing to host a World Olympic Collectors’ Fair. Currently, we are
accepting proposals for Fairs to be conducted in 2025, 2026 and 2027.

1. Eligible Prospective Organiser

The Call is open to all isati institutions which are in i with the
of the I0C and Olympic Charter, as well as with all applicable laws and regulations, and who
maintain a practice reflecting the principles of good governance at the time of the Event.

The list of eligible Prospective Organisers includes, but is not limited to:
a. Olympic Games Organizing Committees;

b. National Olympic Committees;

c Sports by the 10C;
d. Members of the Olympic Museum Network;

e. Members of AICO, the i lympic Collecte

2. Application procedure

The purpose of this Call is to identify eligible candidates to organize the World Olympic
Collectors Fair in 2025, 2026 and 2027. To qualify for consideration, Applicants must submit
an EXPRESSION OF INTEREST by 15 October 2023, This document must include the following
information:

. Fair location (cit and duration (g vy to vy

. Information on main objective/s of the Fair and the relationship of the Fair, if any, to

other Olympic/sports celebrations to be held at the same time;

Information on any support and/or involvement of the NOC;

. Main accompanying events and activities planned for Fair participants (e.g. any
cultural or social events, tours, etc.);

. Prospective financial resources.

ans &

®

If there are multiple candidates to host the WOCF in any one year, a competitive procedure will be
applied. AICO wil initiate a dialogue with all parties to define, in the best interests of the family of
Olympic collectors, a schedule of successful candidates.

3. Expected WOCF Start Dates and Durations

The Fairs are expected to start not earlier than May/June. The duration of the WOCF
should be 3-4 days and include a weekend.

4. Funding Source

Itis expected that the Organizer will be responsible for financing the WOCF. However, once
selected, the Organizer may apply for the financial support from the 10C, based on the
assumption that the Fair is a non-profit event.

5. Submission Requirements
The complete EXPRESSION OF INTEREST should be submitted electronically, in English, to

reach the AICO Secretary General Mark Maestrone, not later than 15 October 2023, The
email address is: mark.maestrone@aicolympic.org

IC0'_

M. Josef KOCI
Olympsport President

Paris, 5 novembre 2023
Objet : WOCF 2025 Bid
Dear President, Cher Ami Olympique,

First of all, the AICO thanks you for your candidacy to host the WOCF in Prague, for the very
first time in the history of the WOCF.

T anted to personally thank you for your proposal to submit this candidacy for the year 2025.

The AICO EB decided that the WOCF 2025 edition would therefore be organized by
Olympsport.

W will now present our choice to the I0C Culture and Olympic Heritage Foundation.
Till get back to you as soon as they are validated.

We are already looking forward to coming to Prague and celebrating with you the 100th
anniversary of the [OC Session in Prague which marked Olympic history.

Avec mes meilleurs sentiments,

PA Skt

Christophe AIT-BRAHAM
Membre de la Commission Culture et Héritage du Comité International Olympique
AICO President

AICO s an Orgzanization recognized by the International Olympic Commitsee * www.aicolympic.on

Mr AIT-BRAHAM Christophe - 7, ter rue du Docteur Leray - 95100 ARGENTEUIL - FRANCE
Tel: (+33) 6.81.55.89.26. * e.mail : president@aicolympic.org

Olympic Foundation
for Culture
and Heritage Unclassified

Association Internationale des
Collectionneurs Olympiques (AICO)
Mr Christophe Ait-Braham

2, chemin de Malaterraz

1807 Blonay

Switzerland

Lausanne, 27 February 2024
Ref. ATO/stc

World Olympic Collectors’ Fair in Prague in 2025
Dear President,

1am delighted to acknowladge the candidacy of the City of Prague, Czech Republic, to
host the World Olympic Collectors' Fair in 2025.

The Olympic Foundation for Culture and Heritage is committed to supporting the World
Olympic Collectors’ Fair in Prague. Ms. Stéphanie Coppex, Communities Manager
(email: stephanie.coppex@olympic.org), will soon reach out to you separately with
pertinent information regerding the Fair's agreement, event emblem, and its usage.

Prague's proposal to celebrate the Centenary of the Olympic Congress, Baron Pierre de
Coubertin’s final Congress held from 29 May to 4 June 1925, holds great significance.
Being a part of the 10C legacy, Prague offers a world-class location that befits the
importance of this event.

I extend my best wishes for success in your noble endeavour.

Best regards,

Angelita Teo
Director

Swizoriend| Tol

Hontage Mansgement snd Intamationl Cutural Afavs.
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Paris, Prague, le 1* mars 2024,

COMMUNIQUE
XXVIIle WORLD OLYMPIC COLLECTORS FAIR PRAGUE 2025

On 27 February 2024, the Olympic Foundation for Culture and Heritage officially awarded the
organization of the XXVIII World Olympic Collectors' Fair to Prague 2025 (Czech Republic).

It is with great honor and pleasure that Mr. KOCI Josef, President of OLYMPSPORT (Czech
Association for Olympic Philately), and Mr. ATLBRAHAM Christophe, President of AICO
(International Association of Olympic Collectors) and Member of the IOC Commission for
Culwre and Olympic Heritage, welcomed this decision; and warmly thanked Mrs. TEO
Angelita, Director of the Olympic Foundation.

This event, jointly organised by AICO and OLYMPSPORT will bring together Olympic
collectors from all over the world from 29 May to 1 June 2025 to share and discuss their
passion and Olympic culture.

The WOCF will be in the same date, like 100 years before it was in Prague the historical 10C
Congress.

The Organizing Committee is already in place to ensure the success of this event, to which all
collectors and enthusiasts of Olympism are invited.

Morc information about the upcoming organization can  be found on

www.aicolympic.org
Christophe AIT-BRAHAM Josef KOCI
AICO President OLYMPSPORT President
A qQ - A /
{3k 9 IS

We ColLea OLYmpic HISTOnY

AICO" =

Casch Amsociation |
for Otymaie and Sport
Pristoty

QQE Hamons
% YMPSPORT
23th of July, 2024

COMMUNIQUE
World Olympic Collectors” Fair Prague 2025

Foire dial piques Prague 2025

des Collecti s Oly
Svétovy veletrh olympijskych sbératell Praha 2025
From May 30 to June 1, 2025

The Czech Association for Olympic and Sport Philately OLYMPSPORT and the
International Association of Olympic Collectors AICO are pleased to formalize the
dates of the World Olympic Collectors’ Fair of Prague 2025.

The official program and all the terms of participation will be unveiled in
December 2024.




WOCF Logo and itsvolution

Immediately afteiPrague was officially awarded the WOCF 2025 organizatierOrganizing
Committee contacted two graphic designéosrequest a draft logo for the Fair. The logo was
required to contain the mandatory information while simultaneously symbolizing Prague as
the heart of Europe and, if possible, commemorating the 100th anniversary ol328&
International Olympic Congress. The following feaniants were shortlisted

WORILD
. OLYMPIC s
B _C_Q COLLECTORS
FAIR
2025 PRAGUE
i 28" WORLD OLYMPIC
WORLD OLYMPIC PRAGUE COLLECTORS' FAIR
COLLECTORS FAIR 30.5.-1.6.2025
2025 PRAGUE OQQ O@
QR
Variant 2 Variant 3 Variant 4

The Organizing Committee decided to proceed with Variant No. 4,
which the designer elaborated upon following comments, resulting in
a design that was sent to the Olympic Foundation for Culture and
Heritage. However, this version was not approved, and its wa
recommended that the combination of multiple logos within a single
design- specifically the logo of the 1925 Olympic Congress in Prague
and the Olympsport company logde removed, thereby avoiding a

"logo within a logo." :
‘u‘h
=

PRAGUE

28" WORLD OLYMPIC
COLLECTORS' FAIR

30.5.-1.6.2025

QG
This led us to the final version of the logo, which was approved by the I0C's Olympic
Foundation for Culture and Heritage and has become the symbol for all activities of the 28th

WOCE
O

PRAGUE
28" WORLD OLYMPIC
COLLECTORS' FAIR
30.5.-1.6. 2025

el

The logo was subsequently modified according to @& Y Y A

requiremens. However, it stilfeaturedthe silhouette of the "Dancing
House,"architectureof which is protected by copyrigh&iven the time

required to obtain permission to use the silhouette and to avoid

possiblessuesthe silhouette of the Dancing House was replaced w
a building that does not require sugermissionapproval

28.SVETOVY VELETRH
OLYMPILJSKYCH SBERATELU
30.5.-1.6.2025

o5ty

PRAGUE

28" WORLD OLYMPIC
COLLECTORS' FAIR

30.5.-1.6.2025
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Accompanying Exhibitions

Exhibition "100 Years Since the VIII International Olympic Congress 1925 in Prague”
A tour of the IOC 1925 Exhibition was included in the WOCF Prague 2025 program for those
AYGiSNBaGSR YR 61 a O2Y0AYSR 6AGK Iy SEOdzNEA 2
The exhibition itself was presented on six display frames and included the following thematic
areas:
VIII International Olympic Congress 1925 Prague L
o Information on the program of the 10¢|
Technical and Pedagogical Congress
Accompanying events of the IOC Congress
o Competitive philatelic exhibits related to th
Lh/ MpHp /2y 3INBaa
hadzaléo
o Exclusive IOC 1925 memorabiNéa€lav Divis:
philately, medals, angdins)
Significant Personalities of the IOC 1925 Congress
o Pierre de Coubertig IOC President
o { GFyA&f \g NYADPAQ Buaiinka
(Czech Olympic Committee)
o W2 a4 ST -hwij 25 O&iSécretary Generi
Olympic Committee (up to 1925) »

OEKAOAUGUAZ2Y aGLYUGSNYyIGA2YIf CIFIANB YR 9EKA
FIPO, OLYMPEX, OLYMPHILEX, AICO, WOCF)"

y (GKS f20608& 2F GKS 120St hfteYLA]l /[/2y3INBaa |/
GAaAAG2NR NBOIFIfftAYy3a I LIASOS 2F hfte&YLAO O02ftftSO
GKS ™84 8B hteYLSE SEKAOAe2Yya 4033 YorALALYSR LaKdkdt
FNbFlFOGAT FNBY hteYLKAtSE mdoyp Ay [ldAlIyyS |
SEKAGA®2Yy&d SYRSR KSNB:I | yRWAKINS RKIGES @0 § DS Ny 2
Y2NB AYLRNIFYG F2NI hfeviAbd 62N ROSGENKROAKRY &
hf @YLAO DIFYSa LINERINF YK

Threedimensional items related to Olymphilex and Olympex, such as mgaasscatalogs,

LI £ Y NBA O6F gl NRakNBadz (403 shbwcadesRmongSalthe (i KSy
exhibited items, theJuan Antonio Samaranch Medalhich was awarded to the former

/| KFANYIFY 2F hfe@YLRALRNIS WHNRatlFg t SG4NY asiz
placed in a place of honour.

M O



Course of WOCF Prague 2025

After seventeen months of preparations, the decisive moment finally arrived. That day was
Friday, May 30, at 11 a.m., when the Chairman of the Organizing Committee and President of

Ol ympsport, Josef-dagdbrid OQlympip €otleetars' Fadne wetcdmec: e

95 exhibitors from 18 countries, spanning from Japan to the USA. Greetings were also delivered

by the President of AICO, Christophe AtahamZ d e n Dk G kChairman of the CGA

(Czech Olympic Academy), and David Beer, representativth@fCzech Post. The entire

opening ceremony wanoderateby Jakub Bagant, a sports edit

Moderator Jakub Bagant,
comentator LT

G k o@hairmanvaf COA

Christophe Ait -Braham, President of AICO ZdenDBDk



David Beer, representative of Czech Post

Various artifacts were offered for sale or exchanc
pins, postage stamps, medals, tickets, masco
torches, books, flags, clothing, plaqueall themed
around the Olympic Games and Olympism. In shc
the five intertwined rings are a global phenomencii
of our time.
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On the penultimate evening, a gala dinner was held &tJ 3 mzSt@emownedand visited
restaurant and oldest brewery! Cf Bedred AICO President, Christophe-Byiaham,
thanked the organizers, led by Chaiima/2 & S ¥ Y 2sthdoth rumhdNdf thekegent, the
kind welcome, and the hospiality, and presented him with an ad@rdlis contribution to the
development of Olympic collecting and culture in the Czech Republisaridwide.
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AICO Olympic Collector Award

2025

Décerné &

Mansieur Josaf KOCI

de {a Collection ez de fa Culture Olympique
n Tchéquic et duns je Monde.
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Two autograph sessions should also be mentioned: one MittKamil Knotek the author of
the commemorative postcard and the special hasahcellation postmark for the 1925
Olympic Congress anniversary, and another with Czech Olympian®avid Svoboda and
Mr. Pavel Benc
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Kamil Knotek, author of the commemorative
postcard and postmark for the 1925 Olympic
Congress anniversary.

David
SVOBODA

The accompanying program included

-aseminaron the 100th anniversary of the Olympic Congress in Prague,

- aSilent Auction and

- a philatelic exhibitionin the lobby aredocusingon the History of World Exhibitions with
Olympic and sports themes (OLYMPHILEX and OLYMP&®),a@svarious medals, plagues,
pins,and catalogs displayed in showcasesl featuring Olympic and sports themes, batid
providedcourtesy of Olympsport.
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The seminar took place in the historic building of the National Museum on Wenceslas Square.
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The Silent Auction took place on the 19th floor of the Olympik hotel complex.
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The philatelic exhibition on the History of World Exhibitions with Olympic and sports themes.



Fairvisitors had the opportunity to receive twgpecial handcancellation postmarksat the
temporary counter of the Czech Post Prague 8, which was available only on May 30.
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The temporarily established counter of the Czech Post Prague 8
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The Czech Post also prepared and offered for sgesdal postcardcommemorating the

100th anniversary of the VIII Olympic Congress, which took place from May 29 to June 4, 1925,
in Prague.

Olympsport, in cooperation with the Czech Post, prepared soavenir sheets One was
dedicated to the 28th World Olympic Collectors' Fair, featuringitsgus Throwestamp and

the fair's logos in a bilingual overprint. The second commemorated the 100th anniversary of
the VIII Olympic Congress 1925, featuring the Discus Thrower stamp aedies of
overprinted postage stampsthat were originally issued in 1925, alongside the hand
cancellation postmark on the overprint.
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